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DIRECTOR'S
MESSAGE

Professor  Douglas  Evans
Director

As I write this message, we are entering our third year of the pandemic. Most of us expected that
the virus would have started to subside by now, and life would be returning to something like pre-
pandemic norms. However, it has become clear that the SARS CoV-2 virus has other plans for us.
Nonetheless, being an eternal optimist, I expect that the pandemic will give way to a “new normal”
in the not-too-distant future in many parts of the world.

Optimistically, within the IIES, we are planning in-person meetings for the coming year, with
options for those who are either unable or not yet ready to travel to participate virtually. The exact
format will be determined as we watch the evolution of the current Omicron outbreaks and might
include multiple sites for the meetings to make travel easier for some. Rest assured, we will have
some form of meeting this year, and we will keep you informed as our planning evolves.

I wish you all a better and productive 2022, and I look forward to meeting as many of you as
possible in person. I hope you will continue to support our activities in the coming year.



The IIES congratulates Professor Huy Dang
from Trent University, who was awarded the
Golden Globe in Science and Technology for
early-career scientists from the Ministry of
Science and Technology in Vietnam. 

Every year the Vietnamese Ministry of Science
and Technology honours ten early-career
scientists with awards in Medicine, Biology,
Information Technology, Environment, and
Material Science. The Ministry looks at
overall performance in research, service, and
impacts of research contributions. Professor
Dang, who was initially nominated by the
Vietnamese Embassy in Canada, was awarded
in Environmental Science.

Professor Dang expressed that the award will
help develop bilateral research programs
between Vietnam and Canada and between
Trent University, the IIES, and Vietnamese
institutions. Both countries announced in
2017 the Comprehensive Partnership that
identifies several areas for cooperation,
including cultural and academic exchange,
science, technology, and innovation.
Professor Dang has already begun to initiate
a few collaborative projects in Vietnam;
notably, the national-level strategic grant to
investigate the South of Vietnam’s pollution
sources where he is a key researcher. 

Professor Dang hopes to continue to promote
future collaborations between faculty and
students of Trent University and IIES
members.

On winning the award, Professor Dang states,
“I receive this honour with deep gratitude and
great humility. It means a lot to me to be
receiving this award from my home country
for the contributions I have made
internationally, in France, Canada, China,
Croatia, and Vietnam. I want to acknowledge
the tremendous support of my tutors,
colleagues, collaborators, and students. It is
evident that the international dimensions are
key to start new discussions, build bridges,
and promote equity and diversity in science. I
believe it reflects at best the vision of the
IIES.” 

"It means a lot to me to
be receiving this award
from my home country
for the contributions I
have made
internationally, in
France, Canada, China,
Croatia, and Vietnam."
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AWARDS WORTH MENTIONING

The International Institute for Environmental
Science is honoured to have been awarded the
Jiangsu Province International Science and
Technology Cooperation Award in China. The
award has been made to our director Dr.
Douglas Evans, on behalf of the IIES. The
award is the highest honour given to an
international recipient in China’s Jiangsu
Province. While the award was presented to
Professor Evans, it recognizes the efforts of the
entire IIES organization in advancing
international cooperation with many Chinese
organizations but especially with Nanjing
University.

Nanjing University, along with Trent University,
were founding members of the IIES. Nanjing
University nominated the IIES for the award.
“The Institute is pleased that our efforts in
promoting international collaboration in
environmental science and policy, particularly
in China, have been recognized in this way.”
said Dr. Evans.

"The Institute is pleased
that our efforts in
promoting international
collaboration in
environmental science
and policy, particularly in
China, have been
recognized in this way.” 

The IIES continues to deliver opportunities for
students and faculty to be involved in
international research among its 21-member
institutions.

https://www.nju.edu.cn/EN/7f/68/c7136a163688/page.htm
https://ii-es.com/membership/partner-universities/


We are pleased to welcome our newest IIES member. The MoU, signed in October 2021, between
IIES and ICED (Vietnam National University) aims to facilitate cooperation in the academic and
research missions of IIES’s members in the areas of related circular economy studies, which
contributes to the development of science, technology, and innovation between Vietnam and IIES
Member countries.

About the Institute for Circular Economy Development (ICED), Vietnam National University

The Institute for Circular Economy Development (ICED) is a public science and technology research
unit under the Vietnam National University of Ho Chi Minh City (VNU-HCM). Its research focuses on
practical solutions for a circular economy (CE) and sustainable development. The advisory board is
comprised of the Chancellor of VNU-HCM, former Vice-Chancellor of Germany, and Chairman of
Packaging Recycling Organization Viet Nam (PRO-VN). ICED’s council consists of VNU-HCM
Professors, independent scholars, and industry leaders. Through VNU-HCM, ICED establishes
partnerships among academia, governments, industry, NGOs, and other stakeholders. ICED has
affirmed its position with visions to become a leading institute for the circular economy (CE) in
Vietnam and the Globe South. Its key strategies include 1/ Increasing knowledge and research
capacity, technological and innovative solutions; 2/ Promoting CE-related policies; 3/ Raising
awareness through training and activities while engaging local authorities and businesses towards a
circular economy. 

We look forward to this new partnership and to building a stronger IIES community.

If you would like to reach out to us to find out more about IIES members and membership, please contact
Doug Evans devans[at]trentu.ca or Julia Colley juliacolley[at]trentu.ca.
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NEWEST IIES 
MEMBER
INSTITUTE FOR CIRCULAR ECONOMY DEVELOPMENT
VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY



Our Annual Science & Policy Workshop was
held virtually last year. The meeting included a
mix of pre-recorded, on-demand presentations
and live sessions to accommodate participants
worldwide. The workshop featured plenary
speakers from multi-disciplinary backgrounds,
Professor Louise Horsfall (University of
Edinburgh), Professor Fengchang Wu (SKLECRA,
Chinese Academy of Sciences) and Professor
Martina Vijver (University of Leiden). 

SESSIONS
New last year, both days offered special sessions
chaired by one faculty member from a different
member university. The chairs organized their
sessions around a series of talks showcasing
research being done at their institution. 

VIDEOS
The session videos are available on the
Workshop website, www.IIESworkshops.com and
can be viewed at any time.  

PARTICIPATION
Total Registrations: 146
Participating Institutions: 18
Participating Countries: 8
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6TH ANNUAL SCIENCE
& POLICY WORKSHOP
JANUARY 22-23, 2021

2021 Events 

https://iiesworkshops.com/workshop/videos


Applications of Nanotechnology to Water
Treatment
Bioavailability of Trace Metals 
Bioremediation
Circular Economy
Emerging Organic Pollutants
Global Cycling of Mercury
Infectious Pathogens in Water Treatment 
Plastics
Sustainable and Regenerative Agriculture

Last year's virtual program featured interactive
group projects and a live workshop on building
practical and effective communication skills.

Participants collaborated on a group project the
weeks leading up to the event. Groups
developed a response to a current
environmental challenge.  

GROUP TOPICS

PARTICIPATION
Total Registrations: 65
Participating Institutions: 9
Participating Countries: 5
Participating Groups: 9
Communications Webinar Participants: 82 

IIES GRADUATE
STUDENT FORUM
MARCH 18-19, 2021
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This fall we held a virtual workshop on the
circular economy, focusing on international
collaborations and globalization of the circular
economy. The workshop was co-hosted with our
most recent member, the Institute for Circular
Economy Development (ICED). 
Invited speakers included Dr. Marian Chertow
(Yale University). Dr. Raimund Bleischwitz (UCL)
and Dr. Huu Ninh Nguyen (CERED).  

A panel discussion followed the presentations.

PARTICIPATION
Total Registrations: 168
Participating Institutions: 73
Participating Countries: 19

ICED at Vietnam National University, is keen to
participate in upcoming IIES events and plans to
host this year's Annual Science and Policy
Workshop in early Summer 2022.  

I I E S N E W S P A G E  7

IIES-ICED VIRTUAL
WORKSHOP ON
CIRCULAR ECONOMY
OCTOBER 22, 2021



Dr. Raimund Bleischwitz steps into a new role as scientific director of the Leibniz Centre for
Tropical Marine Research (ZMT) in Bremen. Bleischwitz joined ZMT early this year from
University College London (UCL). He has been the director of the Bartlett School of
Environment, Energy and Resources (BSEER) at UCL since 2013. Professor Neil Strachan
succeeds Bleischwitz as director of BSEER. IIES congratulates both Professors Bleischwitz
and Strachan in their new roles.

Professor Jussi Kukkonen was recently appointed as Vice Dean of the Faculty of Science and
Forestry at the University of Eastern Finland (UEF). He is also leading a water research
program on water-related issues ranging from new materials for water purification to
hydrobiology, fish farming, recreation fishing and water law.

Professor Maija-Riitta Hirvonen has retired as the Chair of the Biological and Environmental
Sciences Department, and Professor Jonne Naarala replaces her.

The IIES is in discussions with the Jiangsu, China provincial government on the potential for
a new research center focused on developing new low carbon and green technologies. 

If you would be interested in participating in such a center or be kept informed as we
progress, please get in touch with either Doug Evans or Julia Colley.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 

UNIVERSITY OF EASTERN FINLAND

JIANGSU PROVINCE, CHINA

mailto:devans@trentu.ca
mailto:devans@trentu.ca
mailto:juliacolley@trentu.ca


NANOPARTICLES ONLINE SEMINAR SERIES 
Our next online seminar series will focus on nanoparticles and is set to
begin in the Spring, and will feature seminars from both IIES member and
external faculty. 

ONLINE |  SPRING 2022

7TH ANNUAL IIES SCIENCE & POLICY WORKSHOP 
Blended in-person and remote workshop held at Vietnam National
University in Ho Chi Minh City.

IN-PERSON AND ONLINE |  SUMMER 2022

GRADUATE STUDENT FORUM
This year's forum will be offered both virtually and in-person and is
scheduled for early summer 2022 following the Annual Science & policy
Workshop. More information will be available in the coming months.

IN-PERSON AND ONLINE |  SUMMER 2022
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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